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A Letter from the Chair…
As we come to the end of our fifth year as a Foundation, it gives me so much pride to see how far we have
come. Having been active on the Foundation since its inception, I have witnessed first-hand how much we have
accomplished. With over $250,000 raised in five years, I have seen the work of so many passionate teachers
and school leaders to come up with Big Ideas and ways we can support the school and ultimately, support our
children. Talented parents have given of their time to help make Oak Grove Elementary a better place. Some of
those parents have now ‘graduated’ as their kids are onto Henderson Middle or other schools. We are grateful
for what they have given to Oak Grove and the legacy they have left behind.
Have you thought about where will you leave your mark? By getting involved in the Foundation when my children were in kindergarten, I have learned so much about how just a little time spent can do so much for helping
our school and our kids.
We are still a young Foundation and are still learning the best practices on how to continue this success. But we
can always do it better and we can always do more. We welcome your ideas and involvement. While we have
done an amazing job these first five years—just think where we will be in five more? Will your kids still be at
Oak Grove? If so, it’s time to get involved—we need YOU to continue this momentum forward!
We are about to begin our Show Your Love Annual Campaign on February 1st with an Art and Wine Night. We
hope you will join us as we celebrate this month of fundraising efforts and raise money to further our path to becoming a STEM-accredited school. This year’s contributions will finance the purchase of E.I.E. Kits (Google
that!), potentially fund a part-time faculty position to help implement our STEM Plan, and continue the many programs we already support. What will your donation be this year? We know our fundraising goals are lofty, but I
have no doubt that with your support, we can accomplish them.
Thank you for all you already do to support our teachers, our school and our children!
Sincerely,
Kris Shea
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A student uses an iPad to reinforce a lesson.
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Girls on the Run 2013. One of the After School Clubs supported by the Foundation

Literacy Support
Stacy Welch's position as a Reading Teacher is in my opinion the best money
the foundation has ever spent. In the early grades, students need early intervention in reading to prevent major problems in the future. The early intervention that Stacy provides along with regular teacher instruction means that
daily the student is being 'double dipped'—meaning two times the reading
instruction. I personally have seen major improvements in the students Stacy
services from my class. The parents are so pleased, too. The students selfconcept is soaring because they too see their improvement. Having Stacy
this year has also help me instruct students that are struggling but do not
qualify for her services.
All in all a win-win for all students within my class!
Julie Kaufman
2nd Grade Teacher
Teacher of the Year 2012

Oak Grove Foundation programs include the following:
Supplemental Staff—Technology Coach, Literacy Specialist · Big Idea Grants · Higher Opportunities for Teachers
Grants · Leadership Stipends for Teachers · After
School Clubs · Technology Purchases ·
Wish List Items ·

Facility Improvements
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A Letter from our Principal
The phenomenal support of the Oak Grove Foundation is greatly appreciated by our faculty, staff and students.
The reason why? Our Foundation touches the lives of everyone at Oak Grove Elementary (OGE). Whether a
student uses an iPad or laptop to complete a classroom activity or the Building Leadership Team (BLT) meets
to discuss school-wide instruction, the Foundation supports all aspects of OGE. The Foundation not only paid
for the technology devices used throughout the school, it also funded our part-time Technology Coach, Katy
Miller, to work with our teachers to enable them to effectively use technology as part of their day-to-day instruction.

Ensuring Success from the Beginning
This school year, I asked the Foundation to provide a stipend to the BLT (Grade Level Chairs), for the leadership role they provide to the school. But wait, there is more. The Foundation sponsors our part-time Literacy
Coach, Stacy Welch. Ms. Welch works with students in grades K-2 who are struggling with an aspect of literacy.
Students are first identified through the use of a screener. Ms. Welch works with these students daily in small
groups for four to six weeks. Then, she reassesses them to make sure they are progressing at the appropriate
level. Additional interventions are made if students do not improve. Teachers, parents and students unanimously agree that the services provided by Ms. Welch have been highly-effective for our youngest students at OGE.

Our Future
As I look ahead to the 2014-2015 school year, I would like to focus on STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Certification by the Georgia Department of Education for OGE. By all accounts, a STEM-centric education is
the future. The four components: Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math
form the foundation for the 21-st century global workplace. Important components of STEM activities mimic real-life skills including collaboration, critical
thinking, and open-ended problem solving. Today's students are tomorrow's
workers and leaders. In order to prepare them for success, it is crucial that we
ensure that they are highly skilled in these four interrelated fields.
OGE students come to school ready and able to learn and our parent community is brimming with professionals in STEM-related fields who are eager to
support our educational efforts as well as business/community partnerships.
And, the base for a STEM-centric curriculum is already in place. With wellplanned and focused extensions in these four areas, we can achieve STEM
certification which will officially indicate to everyone that we are serious about
preparing our students with the rigor and the relevance necessary to succeed
in today's world.

The Georgia Department of
Education STEM program
seeks to “empower students
to become innovators and
technologically proficient
problem solvers.” I believe
this program aligns beautifully with our vision to unleash
the full potential of every
child.

– Mindee Adamson

However, the certification process is very involved and I truly believe that assistance is needed to effectively complete this process. This is where your support of the Foundation is important to our success. I am hopeful that funds can be raised to hire a part-time consultant to help us earn this
coveted certification. The Georgia Department of Education STEM program seeks to “empower students to become innovators and technologically proficient problem solvers.” I believe this program aligns beautifully with
our vision to unleash the full potential of every child.
Thank you in advance for your ongoing support of the instructional programs at OGE.
Mindee G. Adamson, Principal
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